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^ , _ SECOND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

^-^L Prior to examination, please amend this application as follows: 

H + 

In the claims: 

Please cancel claims 16 and 24. 
Please amend the remaining claims to read as follows: 

15. (Amended) A method of transmitting variable length messages on a network from a 
source to a destination, said method comprising 

segmenting each message into a plurality of fixed length slots, each of which slots 
includes a header field and a message segment, 

providing a source identifier field in the header field of each slot, said source identifier 
field including a source identifier code that is uniquely associated with the message 
to be transmitted, 

transmitting the slots on the network, 

providing a type field in the header of each slot, 
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